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1. Workshop
composition

The workshop composition meeting was organized in-person, on 22M afternoon July 2025, in
Vacratot, Hungary following the Kick-off and Steering committee meeting.

The workshop focused on developing a mapping protocol, discussing key guidelines and providing
practical field guidance. The tools and guidelines were then tested during two days of fieldwork.

The workshop on the categories to be used was participated by all project partners and most of the
associated strategic partners (ASP5 from Romania could not come as financing of the respective
partner was not yet available, but joined via phone call). This composition of the workshop allowed the
identification of category system that both serves the final goal of supporting national, regional and
local conservation and restoration planning as well as theoretically sound basis of the suitability
modelling.

To be able to model potential habitat distribution jointly for the complete region, all PPs need to have
one synchronised system of habitat categories and a synchronised approach to data collection. In
accordance with that, workshop composed so that they can define a common category system for the
mapping and laying out a guideline for vegetation data collection.

PPs agreed that vegetation data that will serve as input data to the predictive models need to be
collected along the same guidelines. This both applies to the screening of existing data and to the
collection of new data. All partners possessing expertise in vegetation science and the specific
country's local habitat categories and/or in Natura 2000 habitats were involved in this activity.

Witerreg

Danube Region

Co-funded by
the European Union




2. Workshop discussion
on categories and key
guidelines

The workshop began in the forenoon of the July 22nd 2025, during which the mapping methodology
and the appropriate use of EUNIS categories were agreed upon. Since the EUNIS categories
correspond to different national habitat classification systems in each country, the main habitat
types were aligned with the same EUNIS categories to ensure consistency in vegetation mapping.

During the workshop, discussions took place in small groups, followed by conclusions on the
vegetation mapping methodology and the use of EUNIS categories. Finally, the definitions were
finalized in a joint plenary discussion.

The composition of the workshop made it possible to identify a category system that, on the one
hand, serves the ultimate goal of supporting national, regional, and local nature conservation and
restoration planning and, on the other hand, provides the theoretical basis for suitability modeling.
The ASPs confirmed the need for reporting in Natura 2000 habitat types as the main tool for national
planning. From a conceptual point of view, it was also recognized that the interpretation of Natura
2000 categories may be country-specific and linked to legal obligations. Therefore, the EUNIS
category system was defined as the basis for mapping and modeling, with a translation into Natura
2000 categories.

It was concluded that the EUNIS categories need to be sufficiently specific to allow conversion into
Natura 2000 categories. Consequently, the participants decided to carry out a systematic review of
the EUNIS Level 3 and Level 4 categories, considering both the 2012 and 2021 versions. Rossen
Tzonev and Andra? Carni, plant ecologists from the project partners, undertook to coordinate this
task.

3. Mapping Workshop

The expert workshops continued with an introduction to mapping approach and discussion of
guidlines in the afternoon of 22nd July. LP presented the preferred mapping instrument and
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application and provided training of their use. The mapping workshop was attended by partner
delegates and external experts expected to carry out vegetation mapping in the field.

Additionally, mapping methodology field exercises were conducted on July 23rd and 24th 2025 in
Hungary. On the July 23rd 2025, the fieldwork site was in the Bikk Mountains near the village of
Cserépfalu, while on the 24th it was in the Pilis Mountains near Piliscsaba.

The aim of the fieldwork was to test the use of high-resolution tablets designed for GIS-based
vegetation mapping with the new digital field form, as well as to practice marking and drawing
polygon boundaries; In addition, they discussed the practical comparison of the EUNIS habitat
classification system.

The participants' fieldwork in the Biikk and Pilis Mountains, classifying karst scrub forests and forest
vegetation, were a good example of how to identify individual habitats and classify the vegetation
found there into the appropriate EUNIS category, as well as practicing drawing polygons. The
practical fieldwork facilitated further progress in the project tasks. The fieldwork provided valuable
experience in the practical use and methodology of updated habitat mapping tools.

Drawing on the experiences gained during the field work, several refinements and recommendations
were incorporated into the EUNIS category system and the mapping guidelines, contributing to the
finalization of their structure.

4. Pictures from the
workshop and fieldwork

1. Imelda Somodi leading the workshop on categories July 22" 2025
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2. Imelda Somodi demonstrating the mapping device and application during field work in the Blikk
Mountains on July 23" 2025.

3. Project partners were marking the boundaries of a polygon in the Blikk Mountains on July
23 2025.
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4, Project partners were testing vegetation mapping during field work in the Biikk Mountains on July
23 2025.

5. Project partners were identifying vegetation during field work in the Blikk Mountains on July 23ed
2025 with support of the local expert, Andras Smotzer from Biikk National Park.
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6. Project partners identifying vegetation during field work in the Biikk Mountains on July 23™
2025.

7. Participants of the field workshop on 23™ July 2025.
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9. Project partners were testing vegetation mapping during field work in the Pilis Mountains on July
241 2025.

10. Project partners were identifying vegetation during field work in the Pilis Mountains on July 24t
2025.
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11. A group of project partners testing mapping methodology in the second part of the day during
field work in the Pilis Mountains on July 24t 2025.

5 Program of the Expert
Workshops

Expert workshops were organised as a direct continuation of the kick-off. Therefore, agenda was
compiled together for the two events. Consider the following pages as the direct continuation of the
kick-off agenda presented in D2.1.1.
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Climanatres project Expert workshops - AGENDA

Program of 22nd

Time slot

Discussion topic

Speaker

10:00 - 10:30

10:30 - 11:00

11:00 - 12:30

12:30 - 13:30

13:30 - 14:30

14:30 - 15:00

15:00 - 15:30

15:30 - 16:00

16:00 - 16:30

16:30 - 17:00

17:00 - 18:00

18:00 -

Options for mapping categories

Expectations from national / regional planners

Challenges with Natura2000/EUNIS categories

Lunch break

Discussion on categories

Conclusion on categories, formalising steps forward

Methodological cornerstones

Coffee break

Discussion of mapping experiences

Discussion, developing the mapping guide

Conclusions

Dinner and sightseeing in Vac

Imelda Somodi, project
manager

If you are such
(ministry/forestry) please collect
considerations

If you have encountered such
already, please prepare (steppes,
thermophilous forests)

Imelda Somodi, project manager

Contributions by colleagues, who
used the method already
welcome
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Time slot

Discussion topic

Guide

8:00

Start from Vacratét

9:30 - 13:00

13:00 - 14:00

14:00 - 17:00

Fieldwork/ Mapping training: field instructions and
work in mapping experiment in groups

Light lunch

Fieldwork/ Mapping training: mapping practice in
groups

Andrds Schmotzer, Buikk
Mountains National Park &
Imelda Somodi, project
manager

Andrds Schmotzer, Btikk
Mountains National Park &
Imelda Somodi, project

manager
17:00 - 19:00 Dinner & discussion of mapping experience
19:00 Travel to the accomodations
Program of 24th
Time slot Discussion topic Guide

8:00 Start from Vacratot
9:00 - 12:00 Fieldwork/ Mapping trainin: B4 g

Pping 9 Imelda Somodi
12:00 - 13:00 Light lunch

13:00 - 16:00

16:00 - 17:00

18:00

Fieldwork/ Mapping training

Dinner

Closing, Traveling/Back to accomodation
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