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The first issue of the
CLIMANATRES project
newsletter has been
published!

At the end of the first period of the project, we
summarized the most important activities and
results of the semester in a newsletter!

In this Newsletter you can read about the
CLIMANATRES project, the Kick-off meeting
and official start of the Project, Steering
committee meeting and about mapping
training organized in Romania, Bulgaria,
Serbia and Hungary.

Stay updated with the upcoming Newsletters
from the CLIMANATRES project!

Project CLIMANATRES
successfully started

On April 1st, 2025, the funding for the
research project proposal “Climate-proofing
ecological restoration plans in the middle and
lower Danube Region - CLIMANATRES” was
started, under the 2nd call of the Interreg
Danube Transnational Programme 2021-
2027.
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The project involves 11 partners from 6
European countries. From Hungary, the lead
partner is the Centre for Ecological Research
and the 10 Million Trees Foundation; from
Slovenia, the Research Centre of the Slovenian
Academy of Sciences and Arts and the
Slovenian Forest Service; from Croatia, “Green
Ring”, Public institution of Zagreb County and
the Faculty of Geodesy, University of Zagreb;
from Serbia, the Institute for Lowland Forestry
and Environment and the Nature
Conservation Movement Sremska Mitrovica;
from Romania, the University of Bucharest
and the Life Sciences University “King Michael
I” in Timisoara; from Bulgaria, the : National
Museum of Natural History at the Bulgarian
Academy of Sciences.

Also, the project CLIMANATRES will include 6
Associated strategic partners from project
partners countries: Ministry of Agriculture
from Hungary, Ministry of Environmental
Protection and Green Transition from Croatia,
Institute for Environment and Nature,
Kiskunsag National Park Directorate from
Hungary, Institute for Nature Conservation of
Vojvodina Province from Serbia, Ministry of
Environment and Waters from Romania and
Ministry of Environment and Waters from
Bulgaria.
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months
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joint strategies and
action plans
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Why CLIMANATRES
project?

EU has announced to strive to be the first
climate-neutral continent by 2030 in the
Green Deal document. A major pillar of this
target is the Biodiversity Strategy 2030 that
aims to restore nature in the EU. The target of
climate-resilience cannot be decoupled from
fighting biodiversity loss, as a major driver of
climate change is land use intensification
resulting in carbon emissions and biodiversity
loss at the same time. Therefore, a great
challenge for Europe is how to reverse
biodiversity loss. The Green Deal together
with the Biodiversity Strategy 2030 is a great
opportunity to make effective changes in this
direction. CLIMANATRES can greatly improve
science behind restoration planning possibly
related to the NRL but also beyond, as well as
other activities to manage protected or high
nature value land under climate change. The
joint planning of restoration would ensure
functionality of the restored ecosystems as
part of the green infrastructure, corridors and
habitats for organisms with broad scale
habitat use.

Our main goal

We Introduce you Interreg Danube project
CLIMANATRES, a collaborative initiative aimed
to ensure more efficient adaptation to the
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negative impacts of climate change on habitat
types including EU priority types in the
ecological corridor of the middle and lower
Danube.

To achieve this goal, we aim at improving and
applying existing potential habitat distribution
models that reflect climate conditions. The
ultimate aim of the project is to contribute to
the national Nature Restoration Plans and
management of protected areas and
ecological corridors. Consequently, we focus
on the well-represented and plausible
confined lowland and low mountain areas for
which we also have long developed and
reliable modelling methodology to serve the
needs of nature restoration planning.
However, in a region, where climate is
expected to shift that in turn is expected to
induce shifts in vegetations, single-country
climate change impact assessments are
suboptimal. The proposed project is the first,
that would allow the coherent assessment of
both habitat-environment relationships and
climate change impact over a region, where
present-future climate analogues can be
found.

Field mapping training in
Jun 2025, Romania

Within the project CLIMANATRES, during the
Jun 2025, we have successfully realized field
mapping training which was held in
Southeastern Romania and lead by Paulina
Anastasiu, representative of Bucharest
University, which is one of 11 CLIMANATRES
project partners. This activity was realized
with participation of vegetation ecologists
from Romania and Bulgaria as well as with
participation of representative of the project
lead partner - HUN-REN Centre for Ecological
Research. For our group, this was opportunity,
to visit wonderful species rich steppes and
forest steppes while gaining insight in



mapping method to be applied in

CLIMANATRES. While key point of the
approach was shared, fruitful discussions also
followed that help to fine-tune mapping
guidelines and harmonize habitat type
identification approaches.

The CLIMANATRES project
kick-off meeting
successfully held in
Vacratét, Hungary

The kick-off event for the CLIMANATRES
project took place on July 21st, 2025, in the
picturesque National Botanical Garden in
town of Vacratét, Hungary. The event
gathered around 50 participants, including
representatives from all project partners
involved in this ambitious initiative as well as
from associated strategic partners. Besides
the various partners, the event was also
advertised for the potential beneficiaries
beyond the project partnership and thus we
could welcome representative of the EU
Strategy of Danube Region (EUSDR), that of a
fellow Danube Interreg project (Danube-
ADAPT).
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The event began with a welcome spech of
Laszlé Zsolt Garamszegi, director general of
Institute of ecological resarchand a
comprehensive  presentation  of  the
CLIMANATRES project's objectives and
activities held by Imelda Somodi, project
manager. Gusztav Csomor, representative of
the DRP Managing Authority, presented the
Danube Interreg Programme that set the
context of following presentations on the

specific project, CLIMANATRES. As the project
aims to deliver decision support elements for
the implementation of the Nature Restoration
Regulation (NRR) also, a significant part of the
kick-off meeting was an opportunity for
introduction to the NRR and other EU-level
reporting on restoration planning. As an
evidence of the relevance of the project to
national nature conservation actors, the talk
was delivered by a delegate from one of the



associated strategic partners, the Hungarian
Ministry of Agriculture, Ors Marczin.

In the second part of the kick-off meeting, the
focus shifted to the details of the
CLIMANATRES project. The project manager
Imelda Somodi, presented principles
of climate change impact modelling on
vegetation, the scientific core of the project
followed by the perspectives of partners and
associated strategic partners on how
expected outcomes can support climate-
smart restoration planning in their
institutions: Ms Vida Posevic Vukeli¢ from
Ministry of Economy and
Sustainable Development - Institute for
Environment and Nature from Croatia
presented How vegetation modelling outputs
can support national and broad scale
restoration planning -expected project
benefits from the perspective of a ministry
partner, Réka Aszalés from 10 million tree
NGO from Hungary present Restoration
planning with the help of vegetation
modelling outputs - perspective by the civil
sector.

The introduction of project elements was
continued with presentations on pilot actions:
one for the Sava corridor, one for the Danube
corridor. Zoran Gali¢ from Institute of Lowland
Forestry and Environment, AlenKis and
Klara Szabados from Institute for Nature
Conservation of Vojvodina Province from
Serbia presented “Application of impact
modelling at the local scale - pilot actions at
the Danube corridor”. Andraz Carni from
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Research Centre of the Slovenian Academy of
Sciences and Arts and Miha Varga from
Slovenian Forest Service
presented “Application of impact modelling at
the local scale - pilot actions at the Sava
corridor*.

As a closure of the day, all participants of the
kick-off meeting were welcomed on a Botanic
Garden Tour showcasing the botanical and
landscape beauties of the venue also hosting
the research institute mainly involved in the
project from the lead partner side.

The official program of the kick-off still
continued on the next day for project
partners, when the steering committe
meeting was held, including the setup of the
steering committee itself and reporting on the
progress on each partner’s side.

The kick-off event marked a significant
milestone in the CLIMANATRES project,
setting the tone for collaborative efforts to
promote the Climate-proofing ecological
restoration plans along the Danube Region

First Steering Committee
meeting of the
CLIMANATRES project

During the second day of kick-off meeting,
22nd July 2025, the first Steering Committee



(SCOM) meeting for the CLIMANATRES project
was held. The SCOM was chaired by the Lead
Partner and composed by representative fro
m each Project Partner complemented by a
deputy member per Partner in the case of
Partners, where several attendees are
present. During the SCOM meeting, the
partners officially established the Steering
Committee and defined its composition, tasks
and decision-making competences.
Afterwards, the partners agreed in detail on
the objectives and tasks to be implemented
during the project, with a special focus on the
initial period of data collection and mapping
experiences. During the meeting, Steering
Committee members reported on respective
project progress and discussed activities
planned to be conducted until the end of the
reporting period.

Workshops
groundwork for field
mapping were held in
Hungary

laying the

A workshop on the categories to be used was
participated by all project partners and
associated strategic partners. This
composition of the workshop allowed the
identification of category system that both
serves the final goal of supporting national,
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regional and local conservation and
restoration planning as well as theoretically
sound basis of the suitability modelling. ASPs
reinforced the need to report in Natura2000
types as the main mean of national planning.
From a conceptual point of view, it was also
identified that understanding of Natura2000
categories may be country specific and bound
by legal obligations. Therefore, the EUNIS
category system was identified as categories
serving mapping and modelling with a
translation into Natura2000 categories. It was
concluded that EUNIS categories need to be
specific enough to be converted into
Natura2000 categories. Thus, the participants
decided to carry out a systematic overview of
EUNIS categories at level3 and level4, both
regarding the version published in 2012 and
2021. Rossen Tzonev and Andraz Carni
vegetation ecologists from project partners
accepted the role of coordinators of this task.

Another workshop on mapping methodology
followed. At this workshop cornerstones of
the mapping were reviewed, such as spatial
domain, the need to cover spatial mapping
units and representation of habitats.

The workshops were continued as field
training, where colleagues participating in the
field mapping could test the category system
and mapping approach directly. The field
training was set at the foot of the Bukk
Mountains in a diverse landscape with a broad
range of habitats on 23rd and in a forested
landscape in the Pilis Mountain on the 24th.
Many considerations were added to both the
category system and the mapping guidelines
stemming from the field experience and



providing food for thoughts to finalize the
category system and mapping guidelines.

Field Testing of
CLIMANATRES Data
Collection Tools in Pleven
Region (24-26 August
2025)

Between 24-26 August 2025, the CLIMANATRES
team carried out a field event in the Pleven
region, Bulgaria. The activity was led by Imelda
Somodi (Hun-REB, leading partner) together
with Prof. Rossen Tsonev, Irina Gerasimova, and
Georgi Kunev. Main aims of this fieldwork was
testing the new digital field form with automatic
and obligatory fields for data collection,
practicing the delineation and drawing of
polygons and comparing the EUNIS Level 3 and
Level 4 habitat classification systems in practice.
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During the first day we visited Carbonate cliffs
at the dam of the Tuchenitsa River (habitat type
8210), and adjacent thermophilous forests with
Carpinus orientalis. The other day we organize
Marsh at the Vit River, loess steppes at Bivolare,
alluvial forests along the Iskar River, and
additional loess steppes at the Nikopol Plateau.

On the last day we implemented site mapping
of Tilia tomentosa steppe forests and Quercus
cerris dominated stands.

This fieldwork provided valuable insights into
the practical use of the updated habitat
mapping tools and the applicability of the EUNIS
habitat classification at different levels.




Project CLIMANATRES
promoted at Croatian
Botanical Symposium in

Osijek

Imelda Somodi, project manager presented the
CLIMANATRES project as part of a presentation
of coordinated potential natural vegetation
predictions efforts in Croatia and Hungary in
Osijek at the 8th Croatian Botanical Symposium
(3-6th September). The presentation and
participation enhanced existing ties with
Croatian colleagues, disseminated the efforts
and the CLIMANATRES project in particular and
was successful in reaching even more
researchers to support the project with their
works and practitioners to apply the expected
results. It was great opportunity for promotion
of cooperation and exchange of scientific and
professional knowledge and experiences among
the local botanists and colleagues from other
countries.
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Field work regarding

habitat mapping
methodology were held in
Calacea and Bezdin
(Romania)

On September 7th, CLIMANTRES team,
consisted of Lead partner representatives,
Imelda and Gabor Somodi and Project partner
from Life Sciences University "King Michael I" in
Timisoara, Gabriel
Milanovici, conducted a field trip in Timis
County (Romania), aiming to familiarize the
Romanian team with the habitat mapping
methodology for the CLIMANATRES project.
Two sites were chosen: Calacea and Bezdin. At

Arsene and Sretco

Calacea, which has one of the most interesting
zones (in terms of plant and habitat species
diversity) in the high plain of the Romanian
Banat, the following habitats were identified:
R1A - Semi-dry perennial calcareous grassland
(meadow steppe), on a slope with a N - NW
exposure. R62 Continental inland salt steppe,
with obvious signs of overgrazing; the species
Plantago maritima was in bloom. Q54 Inland
saline or brackish helophyte bed, a habitat
where numerous examples of Cirsium
brachycephalum were identified. T11 -
Temperate Salix and Populus riparian forest.




At Bezdin, on the edge of a Quercus cerris
plantation, the team identified the habitat R65
Continental subsaline alluvial pasture and
meadow, with the species Beckmania
eruciformis and Glychyrhiza echinata. Near the
Bezdin monastery, the alluvial forest in the
immediate vicinity of the Mures River shows
sighs of drastic human intervention, with
recently cut plots, Juglans nigra plantations
(TIH - Broadleaved deciduous plantation of
non-site-native trees), and few large trees
(willows and poplars) on the bank of the Mures.
The natural forest is primarily composed of
Quercus robur (pedunculate oak) and Fraxinus
excelsior (common ash) and can be classified as
T13 - Temperate hardwood riparian forest. In
contrast, the stands of white poplar (Populus
alba) are classified as T11 - Temperate Salix and

Populus riparian forest.”

CLIMANATRES project

team
held field training in vegetation
mapping near Subotica in Serbia

As an activity planned for the consortium
capacity building, towards accomplishing the
project tasks, training in vegetation mapping
was held on natural landscape near Subotica in
Autonomous Province of Vojvodina, Republic of
Serbia.
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Representatives of project partner from Serbia,
Institute of Lowland Forestry and Environment
(ILFE), Novi Sad, took part in the field training.
The key point of the training was ascertaining in
determination of vegetation types typical for
the northern Serbian province. Together with
the Lead Partner, HUN-REN Centre for
Ecological Research, Vacratét, Hungary, the
project team also concluded on plant species
indicating successional stages of the vegetation
types, mainly due to water drainage systems
established in the past decades. High-profile
tablets, with a GIS-based application tailored to
the vegetation mapping, provided
accomplishment of the field training and
anticipated further developments of the project
tasks.

This Newsletter was supported as part of the
CLIMANATRES, an Interreg Danube Region
Programme project co-funded by the
European Union.
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The CLIMANATRES project is funded under the Interreg Danube Region Programme, with a total
project budget of 1.983.339,80 EUR and co-funded by the European Union in the amount of
1,586.671,84 EUR.
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https://interreg-danube.eu/projects/climanatres
https://www.linkedin.com/company/project-climanatres/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61575750069974
https://bsky.app/profile/climanatres.bsky.social

